
  

 
 
 

BICYCLE/PEDESTRIAN ADVISORY COMMISSION MEETING 
 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 24, 2012 AT 7:00 PM 
Los Altos City Hall-Community Chambers 

One North San Antonio Road, Los Altos CA  94022 
ESTABLISH QUORUM 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS ON ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA 
Members of the audience may bring to the Commission's attention any item that is not on the agenda. Please 
complete a "Request to Speak" form and submit it to the Staff Liaison. Speakers are generally given two or three 
minutes, at the discretion of the Chair. Please be advised that, by law, the Commission is unable to discuss or take 
action on issues presented during the Public Comment Period. According to State Law (also known as “the 
Brown Act”) items must first be noticed on the agenda before any discussion or action. 
 
 
ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION/ACTION 

 
1. Minutes 

Approve Minutes of the regular meeting on March 27, 2013 
 
2. Miramonte Avenue and Covington Road Intersection Improvements 

Receive information and provide comments to 30% design plans. 
 
3. 2013/14 to 2017/18 Capital Improvement Program 

Review and approve proposed bike/pedestrian related CIP project. 
 

4. Website 
Receive information and provide comments to new BPAC website. 
 

 
INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 
 
5. 2013 Joint Council/Commission Training 

Receive information regarding Joint Council/Commission Training, including BPAC accomplishments and 2013 goals.  
 
6. Bike to Work Day 

Receive information regarding bike to work day. 
 
7. Monthly Staff Report 

Receive information and announcements from City staff 
 
COMMISSIONERS’ REPORTS AND COMMENTS 
 
POTENTIAL FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 SPECIAL NOTICES TO PUBLIC 
 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Los Altos will make reasonable arrangements 
to ensure accessibility to this meeting.  If you need special assistance to participate in this meeting, please contact 
the Engineering Division 72 hours prior to the meeting at (650) 947-2780.   
 
Agendas, Staff Reports and some associated documents for Bicycle Pedestrian Advisory Commission (BPAC) 
items may be viewed on the Internet at http://www.losaltosca.gov/committees-commissions/bpac/index.htm.  
 
On occasion the Bicycle Pedestrian Advisory Commission may consider agenda items out of order. 
 
All public records relating to an open session item on this agenda, which are not exempt from disclosure 
pursuant to the California Public Records Act, and that are distributed to a majority of the legislative body, will be 
available for public inspection at the City Hall, Engineering Division, City of Los Altos, located at One North 
San Antonio Road, Los Altos, California at the same time that the public records are distributed or made 
available to the legislative body. Any draft contracts, ordinances and resolutions posted on the Internet site or 
distributed in advance of the Commission meeting may not be the final documents approved by the Commission. 
Contact the BPAC Liaison at 650-947-2628 for the final document. 
 
If you wish to provide written materials, please provide BPAC with 10 copies of any document that you would 
like to submit to the BPAC for the public record.  
 
For other questions regarding the meeting proceedings, please contact the BPAC Liaison at  650-947-2626. 
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MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN 
ADVISORY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF LOS ALTOS, HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 
MARCH 27 AT 7:00 P.M. AT CITY HALL-COMMUNITY CHAMBERS, ONE NORTH 

SAN ANTONIO ROAD, LOS ALTOS, CALIFORNIA 
 
 

PRESENT:  Suzanne Ambiel (Chair), Bill Crook, Chris Hlavka, Wes Brinsfield, Bill Sheppard, 
Karl Danz (Vice-Chair), Jim Fenton, Larry Lind (Fill-In City Staff Liaison), Mike 
McTighe (Public in Attendance), Maddy McBernie (Public in Attendance), Margie 
Suozzo (Public in Attendance) 

ABSENT: Cedric Novenario (City Staff Liaison) 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

Mike McTighe, representing GreenTown, commented on the Palo Alto model on Routes to School 
is preferred and hopes BPAC will consider implementing it. 
 
Maddie McBernie, representing GreenTown, commented on the Joint School/City meeting and 
noted that the BPAC was not present.  Encouraging the BPAC get Routes to School program 
started. 
 

ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION/ACTION 
 

1. Minutes 

Approval of minutes, with the addition of Bill Sheppard to the January 16, 2013, and amend 
item #1 to “Recommend Approval of application 12-D-10..” for the February 27, 2013 meeting 
minutes, amend item #1 to “Recommend Approval of application 12-D-10…” 

       
On a motion by Jim Fenton, with amendments suggested, seconded by Wes Brinsfield, the item is 
approved.  Passed 7-0 

2. Commission Elections 
 

Bill Crook nominated for Suzanne Ambiel and was elected as Chair for 2013.  Wes Brinsfield 
nominated Karl Danz and was elected as Vice Chair. Each passed 7-0. 

3. 2013 Commission Work Plan 
• Approval of the 2012 BPAC Commission Work Plan with the following suggestions: 

o School Commutes 
 First bullet, change “suggested routes to school” to “Commutes to School” 

o Community Outreach 
 Add-Provide Input to BPAC Webpage, as requested 
 Add-As requested, act as BPAC Commission at City events 

o CIP/PTC Input and Review 
 Amend first bullet to “CIP Review of projects at 35% design stage where 

bicycle/pedestrian impacts are anticipated. 
 Amend second bullet to “Perform review of commercial projects as 

requested by PTC/DRC and/or Council for bicycle/pedestrian impacts. 
o On-Going BPAC Activities 
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 Include “Other tasks/projects as directed by staff/Council. 
 

On a motion by Wes Brinsfield, with modifications, seconded by Karl Danz, the item is 
approved. 

 

4. 2013/14 to 2017/18 Capital Improvement Program (CIP) 
Staff presented and solicited input from the Commission for the 2013/14 to 2017/18 Capital 
Improvement Program.  The commission suggested three (3) projects to be considered and 
evaluated to be proposed to the 5 year CIP: 

• Address the projects highlighted in Table 5-1 of the Bicycle Transportation Plan 
• Consider the projects included in the unsuccessful 2013 VERBS grant application. 
• Updating the Suggested Routes to Schools Map. 

 
Staff will come back with analysis and evaluation of the Commission’s suggestions at the regular 
April meeting. 

 

5. School Commutes 
 
Public Comment-Margaret Suozzo of Greentown provided a handout/proposal regarding a 
Coordinated Safe Routes to School Program.  Additionally requesting to agendize for a future 
meeting a discussion regarding developing a Coordinated Safe Routes to School Program. 
 
Staff presented and received comments on information regarding School Commutes and current 
process for receiving information and implementing projects for school commutes. 

6. Monthly Staff Reports 
Staff liaison updated Commission on related Capital Improvement Projects. 
 

 
ADJOURNMENT 

 

Chair Suzanne Ambiel adjourned the meeting at 9:18 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

   

DATE: April 24, 2013 
 

AGENDA ITEM # 2 

 
 
 
 
TO:    Bicycle/Pedestrian Advisory Commission 
 
FROM:   Cedric Novenario, Staff Liaison 
 
SUBJECT:   Miramonte Avenue and Covington Road Intersection Improvements 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION:    
 
Receive information and provide comments to 30% design plans. 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 

 At the January 8, 2013 City Council meeting, Staff was directed to proceed with design 
alternative 2a.  In proceeding with the design, City Council has requested we look into the 
following six (6) items: 

• Examine how large the landing area for pedestrians and cyclists 
• Design a way to prevent cars from using the bicycle lane as a right turn lane on NB 

Miramonte Avenue 
• Send the design to the BPAC and PTC for Review 
• Add a crosswalk on the northside of Miramonte Avenue 
• Engage with the Blach School Community 
• Engage the homeowners at the intersection regarding the impacts to their properties. 

 
DISCUSSION 
 
Attached are the 30% design plans for the Miramonte Avenue and Covington Road 
Intersection improvements.  This project was identified in the 2010 Blach Intermediate 
School Neighborhood Traffic Study as one of the top tier projects, however, a traffic signal 
was also recommended for this intersection.  In May 2012, the design of a traffic signal was 
removed. 
 
Alternative 2a improves the safety of the intersection by constructing curb ramps and refuge 
areas for pedestrians and cyclists.  Existing vehicular traffic controls will remain in place.  
The existing bicycle routes will also be maintained.  

 
 
 



 
On the southwest corner, new AC pavement will be constructed to connect to the new curb 
ramp to encourage pedestrians and cyclists to merge from the bike route onto the refuge 
area.  Additionally, this new AC pavement will match the future Class I pathway proposed in 
the City’s Bike Transportation Plan, as well as, the Class I path on Covington Road 
identified in the 2010 Blach Neighborhood Study. 
 
Staff has performed an initial review of the plans and has requested the consultant for 
additional information for items 1,2 and 4 above.  This information will be presented to the 
Commission at the regular meeting. 
 
Additional City staff are currently reviewing the plans.  It is being requested that the BPAC 
provide comments to the 30% design plans to be considered for the next stage of City 
project review. 
 
Attachment 
 
1. 30% Design Plans 
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DATE: April 24, 2013 
 

AGENDA ITEM # 3 

 
 
 
 
TO:    Bicycle/Pedestrian Advisory Commission 
 
FROM:   Cedric Novenario, Staff Liaison 
 
SUBJECT:   2013/14 to 2017/18 Capital Improvement Program 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION:    
 
Review and approve proposed bike/pedestrian related CIP project. 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 

 At the March regular BPAC meeting, a review of the Current CIP program was conducted 
and a discussion of potential CIP projects related to bicycle and pedestrians took place.   
 
Three potential projects were discussed at this meeting: 

• The group of projects highlighted in Table 5-1 in the Bicycle Transportation Plan, 
totaling $2.1 million. 

• The group of projects related to the recent unsuccessful VERBS grant, totaling $1.2 
million. 

• Revision of the Suggested Routes to School Maps, estimated cost between $20,000-
$30,000. 

 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
Staff considered the potential CIPs and analyzed each request based on upcoming CIPs and 
the budget available for the Public Works Department: 

• Group of Projects in Table 5-1 
o Table 5-1 consists of 5 groups of priority improvements throughout the City 

totaling $2.1 million.  The likelihood of obtaining the entire amount for one 
CIP may be difficult.   

o The Class I Miramonte Path totaling $1.65 million is already an approved 
CIP for FY2014/15 

• 2013 VERBS grant related projects 



o The grant application consisted of two (2) different projects applied to Egan 
Junior High School ($477,888 and $280,888, respectively) and one (1) project 
to Montclaire Elementary School ($677,650). 

o One (1) of the two projects proposed for Egan Junior High School is already 
an approved CIP, Portola Avenue Sidewalk and is approximately 65% 
complete with design.  Other sources of funds from CDBG and left over 
funds from the Los Altos Gardens Traffic Calming project are being 
considered to complete this project.   

o Staff can recommend the remaining Egan Junior High School project or the 
Montclaire Class I Path in the future/later years of the 5 year CIP. NOTE: 
the Montclaire Class I Path can be considered an “older” project request 
compared to Egan Junior High, however, the remaining project for Egan can 
address some of the traffic congestion in that area, as well as, complete a new 
and improved ped facility effectively between Los Altos Ave and San 
Antonio Rd. 

• Suggested Routes to School Revisions 
o It is estimated that a review and renewel of the existing Suggested Routes to 

School maps is estimated between $20,000-$30,000.  The bulk of this 
estimate will consist of field evaluations of existing routes and the 
determination of new routes based on City criteria.   

 
• Alternative Suggestion 

o Staff is considering proposing amending the current Neighborhood Traffic 
Management Program (NTMP) Safe to an NTMP and School Commutes 
CIP.  The current CIP budget for the NTMP is $75,000 per FY.  Staff is 
proposing to increase the budget by $25,000-$40,000.  By amending this CIP 
it would provide staff greater leverage in addressing bike/pedestrian related 
issues/projects pertaining to schools and routes to schools on a yearly basis.  
An annual CIP would also assist staff in better organizing and prioritizing 
projects/issues raised by citizens, Council or the projects inventory database.  
If approved, staff will have the ability to further develop priority criteria that 
will both consider improvements previously identified in various City studies 
and new requests.   

 
 

 



 

   

DATE: April 24, 2013 
 

AGENDA ITEM # 4 

 
 
 
 
TO:    Bicycle/Pedestrian Advisory Commission 
 
FROM:   Cedric Novenario, Staff Liaison 
 
SUBJECT:   BPAC Website 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION:    
 
Receive information and provide comments to the new BPAC website. 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 

 The City’s IT department is working on a new City Website.  Each commission will continue 
to have its own webpage.  Much of the same information from the existing BPAC webpage 
will be carried over. Maintenance of the webpage will be the responsibility of the City’s 
engineering division.  
 
DISCUSSION 
 
The New City Website is scheduled to be launched in June or July of this year.  Staff has 
requested to add the following to the BPAC website: 

• An “In-box” for the community to provide comments or ask questions. 
• Add the 2013 BPAC work plan, once approved. 
• Add an BPAC Agenda/Minutes link. 

 
Staff will be passing out a screen shot of the BPAC Webpage on the day of the meeting. 
Staff is requesting additional comments from the commission regarding the draft BPAC 
website. 
 
 
 



 

   

DATE: April 24, 2013 
 

AGENDA ITEM # 5 

 
 
 
 
TO:    Bicycle/Pedestrian Advisory Commission 
 
FROM:   Cedric Novenario, Staff Liaison 
 
SUBJECT:   2013 Joint Council/Commission Training 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION:    
 
Receive information regarding the Joint Council/Commission Training 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 

 Yearly, the City Council convenes individually with the City’s Commissions to review their 
previous year’s accomplishments and current year’s work plan, as well as, the yearly training 
presented by City staff. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
This year’s Joint Council/Commission training will be on April 30, 2013 at 6:00 p.m. in the 
Community Meeting Chambers.   
 
Staff will be sending your Commission’s 2012 Accomplishments and 2013 Work Plan by 
Monday, April 22 to the City Clerk.  Those items will be included in the packet that will be 
distributed to Council and all Commissioners.  That way, everyone will have the same 
information and will be able to see what the other Commissions are working on.  The 
tentative plan for the meeting provides each Commission with no more than a couple of 
minutes to highlight their biggest accomplishment from 2012 and what they see as their 
biggest goal for 2013.  The second hour of the meeting will be the Annual Commission 
Training which Commissioners should be familiar with presented by the Personnel 
Committee.   
 
Attachment: Commission Work Plan Template 
 
 



BICYCLE/PEDESTRIAN ADVISORY COMMISSION 
2013/14 Work Plan 

 
Goal Projects Assignments Target Date Status 

School 
Commutes 

Review criteria for 
suggested routes to 
school.  

• Review criteria developed by staff 
and provide comments 

• Suggest other pertinent criteria for 
suggested routes for consideration 

 

May-August 2013  

Review process for 
maintaining and 
updating maps 

• Assist and comment on procedure 
and process for maintaining and 
updating school commutes map.  

May-September 
2013 

 

Review suggested 
routes to school 

• Provide comments and feedback on 
school routes that are under 
evaluation. 

• Suggest school routes that may be 
more desirable to both pedestrian 
and bicycle users, as appropriate 

• Assist staff in developing routes 
based on local and user knowledge 

June 2013-
February 2014 

 

Identify CIP on 
existing or potential 
routes that increase 
safety 

• Identify projects or issues from 
Inventory database that are on 
school routes 

April-June 2013  

School Commutes 
Study Session 

• Conduct Study Session on School 
Commutes. 

August/September 
2013 

 

Pedestrian 
Master Plan 

Suggest projects from 
Project Inventory 

• Identify pertinent projects from August/September 
2013 

 



Inventory database 
• Provide project inventory database to 

consultant for review 
Support development 
of Pedestrian Master 
Plan 

• Provide staff and consultant 
community knowledge of pedestrian 
issues. 

•  

August/September 
2013  

 

Assist/Co-facilitate 
public meeting 
regarding Pedestrian 
Master Plan 

• Hold two study sessions, per the RFP 
during BPAC meetings. 

• Provide staff and consultant 
assistance in hosting Pedestrian 
Master Plan community meeting. 

November 2013  

Quarterly 
Project 

Inventory 
Review 

Establish process for 
updating and quarterly 
review 

• Agendize review of project inventory 
database quarterly 

June 26, 2013, 
September 25, 
2013, 
December/January  
2013/14 

 

Refine spreadsheet to 
improve quality of data 

• Identify project information that are 
key to record (cost, bike/ped 
volume, safety, etc) 

• Remove non-essential project 
information 

• Insert “Status” column to traffic 
project process 

June 26, 2013, 
September 25, 
2013, 
December/January 
2013/14 

 

Continue collecting 
bicycle/pedestrian 
project data from 
sources that include 
Council, PTC, and the 
public 

• Add additional projects or issues as 
they arise. 

 

June 26, 2013, 
September 25, 
2013, December 
2013 

 

Community 
Outreach 

Host energizer station 
for Bike to Work Day 

• Set up energizer station 
• Provide cyclists food and 

information 

May 8, 20113  



• Conduct cyclist count 
BPAC participation at 
City Events 

• On an as-needed basis BPAC may 
participate at City events (non-
quorum). 

On-Going, as 
needed 

 

Attend community and 
public meetings as 
appropriate 

• On an as-needed basis BPAC may 
attend community meetings or public 
meetings (non-quorum). 

As-needed  

CIP/PTC 
Review 

CIP—Perform review 
of projects at 30-35% 
design stage where 
bicycle/pedestrian 
impacts are required 

• On an as-needed basis BPAC will 
review design projects and provide 
comments related to 
bicycle/pedestrian issues. 

• BPAC will keep track of the number 
of CIP projects reviewed per year. 

On-going  

PTC—Perform review 
of commercial projects 
in planning process as 
requested by 
PTC/DRC and/or 
Council. 

• On an as-needed basis BPAC will 
review commercial projects and 
provide comments related to 
bicycle/pedestrian issues. 

• BPAC will keep track of the number 
of Commercial projects reviewed per 
year. 

On-going  

On-Going 
BPAC Activities 

Participate on VTA 
BPAC 

• Attend Monthly VTA BPAC 
meetings 

On-going  

Stevens Creek Trail 
Community Meetings 
(as needed) 

• Attend and participate in the 
Stevens Creek Trail Meetings when 
scheduled 

On-going  

Attend PTC/Special 
Meetings (as needed) 

• On an as-needed basis, BPAC may 
convene for PTC or Special Meetings 

On-going  

Neighboring City 
BPAC 
coordination/bi-annual 
meetings 

• When invited, BPAC representatives 
may attend neighboring City’s BPAC 
meetings 

On-going  

Other projects as • On an as-needed basis BPAC will On-going  



directed by 
Staff/Council 

provide staff assistance on 
bicycle/pedestrian related projects 

 
 



 

   

DATE: April 24, 2013 
 

AGENDA ITEM # 6 

 
 
 
 
TO:    Bicycle/Pedestrian Advisory Commission 
 
FROM:   Cedric Novenario, Staff Liaison 
 
SUBJECT:   Bike to Work Day 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION:    
 
Receive information regarding Bike to Work Day 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
As a part of its Community Outreach goal, the Los Altos BPAC hosts an Energizer Station 
in downtown Los Altos in support of the Silicon Valley Bike Coalition’s annual Bike to 
Work Day event.    

 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
This year’s event is Thursday, May 9th. Located at Lincoln Park along Foothill Expressway, 
the Energizer Station provides water, coffee, and other refreshments to passing cyclists. 
SVBC donates musette bags filled with information on cycling and other materials. BPAC 
members set up and host the station from 6:15 am – 9:00, greeting riders, providing 
information, food and conduct a cyclist count (north and southbound). 
 
This discussion is to confirm the Commission’s participation for this event. 
 


